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OUR AMAZING JOURNEY  
 
Birthed  in a vision from God, the Christian Family Centre started in May 
1976 with a group of teenagers meeting in a óBack Yard Shedô (1976-1977) 
and then a óScout Hallô (1977-1979).  I was called by God to lead this small 
but potential-filled group of mainly young people in 1978 through the           
invitation of Pastor Ray Bettcher and the founding team.  From what was a 
mustard seed beginning, the Christian Family Centre has grown, prospered 
and developed like a tall strong tree.  It is living proof of Godôs plan that His 
church will grow and flourish in Australia. 
 
In those early years  we filled two school auditoriums along the way, (West 
Beach School (1979-1982) and Grange Primary School (1982-1986), and the 
Lord miraculously provided us with our present 5 acre property in 1982 for 
the sum of $80,000.  What incredible joy filled our hearts in gratitude for 
Godôs unexpected supernatural provision! When our congregation gathered 
at the site to break ground for the present facility, we buried a Bible in a time 
capsule directly under our pulpit area, with the following statement concern-
ing óOur Foundationô. 
 
ñThe Bible is infallible and inspired by God.  It reveals the mind of God, the 
state of man, the way of salvation and the happiness of believers.ò 
 
Its doctrines are holy, its precepts binding, its histories are true and its        
decisions are immutable.  We read it to be wise, believe it to be safe and 
practise it to find life. 
 
It contains light to direct us, food to sustain us and comfort to cheer us.  
Christ is its grand subject, our good its design, and the Glory of God, its end.  
It is therefore appropriate that this Bible be placed in the foundation of this 
church building.  It symbolises our spiritual foundation and reminds us of the 
living foundation on which God builds His church.ò 
 
Stage I  of our Church Home was built to seat around 1100 people and was 
dedicated in 1986.  It was architecturally designed to convey a feeling of   
sensible Australian design - pleasant, homely and inviting to members,      
visitors and passers-by.  As our church fellowship strives to be relevant to  
todayôs world, so our facilities reflect our aspirations.  More importantly, it is 
our servant and is useful only to the extent that it builds up, strengthens and 
provides for people and the extension of Christôs Kingdom.  On dedication 
day we prayed; 
 
ñMay God accept the dedication of this building to the glory of His Name, an 
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offering made by grateful hearts and willing hands.  May Godôs favour con-
tinually be on this place.ò 
 
The steady growth of the Family Centre over the years bears testimony of 
Godôs faithfulness and the uncompromising dedication of His people.  From 
15 folks in 1976, to today around 1,000 men, women, teenagers and children 
regard the church as their spiritual home and are involved in one of the 
churchôs many ministry/service expressions.   In recent years tens of        
thousands of people have been impacted in some way by our huge         
community outreach events particularly at Easter and Christmas each year. 
 
And the story goes on.   The Christian Family Centre is not confined by the 
fence line of our property; we are wholeheartedly committed to extending  
Jesusô Kingdom.  Like any healthy family we have reproduced and continue 
to give birth to ñdaughter churchesò. Since 1990 we have planted, along with 
the Murray Bridge Christian Family Centre, around a dozen Outreach 
Churches, which presently minister to more than 1,000 men, women and 
children each weekend.  Most of these new churches are in the Adelaide  
environs - Murray Bridge, Barossa Valley,  Hallett Cove, LeFevre Peninsula, 
Happy Valley, Blackwood; but several are much further afield ï Kingscote 
(Kangaroo Island), Alice Springs, Darwin and Sydney.  Our Association of 
Christian Family Centre Churches are working together to plant many more 
new churches in the coming years.  With strong support for our CRC 
Churches International Overseas Missions, the Family Centre is taking      
Jesusô Great Commission literally and is touching the world. 
 
In March 1995, we dedicated debt free, our two-story, multi-purpose addition 
to our existing church facilities.  We were able to do this because our faithful 
and generous congregation gave (over and above their weekly tithes and 
mission giving) through a specially focussed stewardship programme.  
 
We believe that church facilities can be visionary faith statements.  The 
Christian Family Centre's Stage 3 Building Development Strategy for 2006-
2008 (Expanding the Vision ) speaks of our serious intentions in reaching 
people for Jesus.  It is a practical strategy that outworks our corporate faith 
as a congregation of Jesusô disciples and expresses our heart to win the lost 
and minister to God's people. 
 
 
Pastor Bill Vasilakis  
Senior Minister  
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EXPANDING THE VISION PROJECT 
 
Our Expanding the Vision  Stewardship Campaign is all about extending 
Godôs Kingdom.  Itôs preparing ourselves for what God is about to do. 
 
The Christian Family Centre is much more than a building - Itôs a         
community.  Itôs a place of safety and security, a place where people can 
shelter.   And as part of our future developments we want to make our 
home inviting and satisfying. 
 
It is estimated that by 2042, the number of people living in Australia is    
expected to have jumped by almost a quarter to more than 25 million.  
Those aged over 65+ are expected to form an exceptionally large        
demographic group and there are an increasing number of older people 
becoming part of the life of our church.   More and more ñseniorsò are    
visiting and using the facilities to watch special events or see their      
grandchildren or even great grandchildren perform in concerts or other   
activities hosted by the church.  
 
Our new developments will: 
 

¶ Include a dignified chapel  to accommodate up to 150 people that 

will offer an intimate atmosphere for smaller meetings.  With a     
picturesque outlook onto a beautiful memorial garden, this chapel 
will provide the setting for weddings, funerals, our seniorsô worship 
times and other special purpose meetings. 

¶ Develop a lovely landscape memorial garden  for outdoor          

weddings, funerals and other services which will be especially      
designed to recognise the legacy and heritage of our long-term 
members.  A number of our seniors have expressed their desire to 
have their ashes buried here at the Christian Family Centre. 

¶ Provide an elevator  to access the chapel and upstairs areas of our 

facilities.  Many seniors and disabled people cannot access these 
areas of our building and the provision of an elevator is long       
overdue. 

¶ Landscape  our property so that it becomes an attractive and       

hospitable haven for our many visitors and our church family. 
 
Our governments are being challenged on how they can better provide for 
the increasing aged population of this country and we as a church       
community want to ensure that the eternal security of these valuable and 
important members of our society is also taken care of. 



Page5 

OUR FANTASTIC MINISTRIES 
 
Itôs often been said that the future viability of any society lies in its children  
and youth .  They are such a vital part of our church and are actively involved 
in its various ministries.  The Christian Family Centre has always recognised 
the importance of caring for its children.  In 1995 when we dedicated the multi
-purpose addition to our auditorium one of the major purposes was to provide 
for our children.   Little did we realise how fruitful this aspect of our ministry 
would be. 
 
Today we have a growing childrenôs ministry. Each Sunday our SonWorld  
program ministers to over 100 kids and our Stage 3 extensions will ensure 
we can handle over 300 children on Sunday mornings. 
 
Our KfC (Kids for Christ)  outreach program buses in Primary School aged 
children each Friday night to meet with Jesus.  Kids that do not normally     
attend church, gather for an inspirational night of activities and a gospel   
presentation.  Currently these kids meet in the auditorium, which not only 
ñcramps their styleò but makes it difficult to refurbish the auditorium and equip 
it with specialist equipment for our Sunday services. 
 
Our Creative Arts Academy,  which teaches children music, dance, song 
and other creative arts have over 350 children gathering every week for 
classes during the afternoons and we have simply ñrun out of roomò.   Our 
single largest one night event each year is our academy concert, with up to 
1000 people attending. We have some exciting plans to further develop the 
Creative Arts Academy - but we need much more space.  
 
Our new developments are an investment in our children and youth.  They 
will: 
 

¶ Provide a new modern and spacious crèche and toddler  area for our 

Sunday services.  This new facility will be centrally located immediately 
beneath the new chapel and accessed through our main foyer.  
Equipped with the latest equipment the crèche will also host a         
functional parentôs room and will be designed to act as a playgroup  
facility during the week.  The crèche will front onto an open play area 
and be easily accessibly from all areas of the church building. 

¶ Release the existing crèche area  for our Creative Ministries and 

Creative Arts Academy which will provide some much needed space 
for teaching, practice and productions support. 

¶ Designate new classroom areas in the Multi Function Facility (The 

Shed)  for SonWorld activities on Sundays and the Creative Arts    
Academy during the week. 
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¶ Facilitate our fantastic KfC outreach program through the provision 

of a great kids meeting place. This new meeting area, in The 
Shed , will be appropriately equipped for young children and youth 
and constructed to withstand the ñhard wearò of these energetic 
age groups. 

¶ Recognise the need to care for parents of children involved in the 

many activities conducted on our property by providing a functional 
coffee shop , bookshop  and other support ministries . 

 
Our children are worth investing in and these initiatives will not only     
provide for our immediate needs but enable us to outreach into our     
community, extending Godôs Kingdom to this fantastic generation of 
young kids. 
 
The terms Generation X and Generation Y highlight that even within our 
ñyouth and young adultsò there are different cultures.  In an age where 
youth suicide is of mammoth proportion and young people are crying out 
for answers, our church is readying itself to powerfully proclaim the gos-
pel.   Providing a specialist meeting place, youth offices and recreational 
facilities in The Shed recognises the diverse needs of our High School 
teens, University students and young adults and provides a facility to   
support ministry to each of these groupings of young people. 
 
This great addition to our facilities is much more than just ñaddingò on   
extra rooms.  It will be a catalyst to propel our children, youth and young 
adultsô ministries into a major growth phase.   Our new Facility will       
provide: 
 

¶ A large robust meeting facility  for our children, youth and young 

adults.  This can be used for KfC and youth events and indoor 
sports activities. 

¶ Dedicated offices  for our youth and young adultôs team and 

rooms for small group meetings. 

¶ Classrooms  on Sundays for our SonWorld and childrenôs         

ministries. 

¶ Additional teaching and practise areas  for our Creative Arts 

Academy. 

¶ Overflow areas for conferences and major events. 

¶ A kitchen and hospitality capacity  in the hall can also host a 

range of special events for youth and other ministries of the 
church. 
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¶ An area to host visiting teams and overseas guests. 
 
In conjunction with the construction of The Shed  we will develop the 
eastern portion of our property.  We will: 
 

¶ Develop an extensive drainage system to retain storm water run off 

in a series of underground water storage tanks .  This eco friendly 
development will not only care for our environment but also provide 
water reserves to service the newly installed garden and lawn      
Irrigation system. 

¶ Install a solar panel system on the large expanse of roof for        

generating electricity that will reduce our power bills quite markedly. 

¶ Extend the car park by with an additional (150) car parks. 

¶ Enclose the storage area to store and protect our church          

equipment. 
 
One of the great ministries of the Christian Family Centre is that provided 
by our unique hospitality team .  Jesus recognised the importance of 
feeding those that gathered to hear him speak and we do the same in an 
atmosphere that provides an opportunity for fellowship and sharing.  Each 
Sunday we provide lunch for approximately 200 people and we also cater 
for other Services and events.   This ministry, which started with such 
small beginnings, is making a major impact on our church family and 
reaching out to the community.  We urgently need to ñexpandò our     
eating areas and with the construction of our new chapel we will fully 
open our community hall and develop a more permanent dining area. 
 
As part of this development we will also establish an alfresco café/coffee 
lounge .  This café will, in time, be open during the week to become a     
fellowship hub for the many ministries operating from the church. From 
parents of KFC and Academy children to the staff and volunteers working 
during the week this urban oasis will be a gathering point for our members 
and visitors.  
 
Recognising the response in the community to shared bookshop/coffee 
shops arrangements we will also coordinate the coffee shop operation 
with the new bookshop and resource centre .  An extensive Christian 
Bookshop, lending library and resource centre will be built near the main 
entrance to church.  Mums  can relax with a cup of coffee, reading a book, 
while their children enjoy the playground. Students  can utilise the special-
ised study area, with modern computer facilities and visitors  can browse 
the bookshop or spend time in quiet reflection in the new visitorsô entrance 
room.      
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Hospitality  is not a small and insignificant part of church life - it permeates 
all that we do.  
 
Everything that we do at the Christian Family Centre has one ultimate      
objective.  It is that people might come into a personal relationship with     
Jesus Christ.   While we do this on a daily basis through the many people 
helping ministries we have operating from this church, thereôs something 
special about our collective Worship Services.  Every service provides an 
opportunity for people to be drawn closer to Jesus. 
 
Inspiring singing, creative presentations with practically applied and         
encouraging messages from Godôs Word are ingredients that blend together 
under the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit.  God so blesses our Worship 
Services and uses them to build strong faith in Jesus into the lives of all who 
gather with us. 
 
To help us outwork our services better we will be: 
 

¶ Refurbishing the seating and flooring of our main auditorium after 20 

years of wear and tear. 

¶ Building a new Back Stage storage and entrance area behind our   

existing stage. 

¶ Installing new Video Screens at the sides of our stage with               

associated cameras, video equipment and an upstairs production   
studio. 
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